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a height of fifty feet or more and has long pinnate leaves which sometimes attain a length of twenty feet. Its original home was the islands of the Indian and Pacific Oceans, but it is now found in nearly all tropical regions. Almost every part of the tree can be put to economic use, On an average, each tree yields about eighty nuts each year. The kernel of the cocoanut contains about sev-

Cocoanut Palm. A, Section of fruit; a, husk; b, shell; c, albumin; d} cavity; e, embryo; /, aperture of shell; g, rudimentary aperture; B, male flower; C, female flower.

enty per cent, of fat, which is largely used in the manufacture of candles and soap. (See COPRA.) The bark of the growing tree, when pierced, yields a juice which, after being kept for a couple of hours, makes a tart and refreshing drink. The coarse bristle fibre from the husk is used in the manufacture of brushes. The finer mattress fibre is spun into what is known as coir yarn (see COIR) . The nut itself is used as food by the natives of those countries where it is produced; and the whole nuts and various desiccated products are exported. The shell is made to serve as a utensil. The leaves of the tree are woven into baskets, mats, and roofing material; and the wood, known as porcupine wood, is used for building, furniture, and firewood. The root nas narcotic properties, and is sometimes chewed by the natives. The terminal bud (palm cabbage} is esteemed a delicacy, and the central part of the young stem is also succulent and eatable,

Cocoanut Oil, or Cocoanut Butter, is expressed from the dried kernel of the cocoa-nut, known as copra. It can be separated by pressure into a liquid and a solid portion, and is used in the preparation of artificial butter, marine soap, lard, and candles. It is also employed as a lubricant and illuminant, and by perfumers as an embrocation in the preparation of cosmetics. See PALM. Consult E. B. Copeland's The Cocoanut; R. Belfort and A. J. Hyer's All About Cocoaniits.

Cocoanut Crab, or Robber Crab (Bir-gus latro), a large species of crab nearly allied to the hermit crab, found on the coral islands of the Indo-Pacific region. It is a land form, and lives upon cocoanuts, which it is capable of opening with its powerful claws.

Cocomas, Cocamas, or Cucamas, South American Indians, who formerly occupied an extensive tract about the Maranon and Lower Huallaga, known as La Gran Cocoma, When first visited by the missionaries (about 1680) the Cocomas were addicted to canni^ balism.

Cocoon, the silken sheath spun by the ISLT-vse of many insects in passing into the pupa or resting stage. The cocoon proper is due to the secretion of special spinning glands, situated anteriorly or posteriorly, but larval bars and foreign objects of many kinds may also be utilized.

Coco Root.   See  Cocco.

Cocos.   See Keeling Islands.

Cocytus, (modern Vuvos), a river of Epirus, a tributary of the Acheron, supposed to be connected with the lower world. Homer makes it a branch of the Styx.

Cod (Gadus callarias), a fish of the family Gadidse, which includes the haddock, whiting, pollack, ling, hake, and torsk. Tne name cod is also applied to the entire family. The average weight of a full-grown fish is from 20 to 35 pounds, although many larger specimens have been recorded. $>od are essentially deep-water fish, and travel in schools, their movements being governed mainly by temperature changes, the abundance or scarcity of food, and the search for suitable spawning grounds. They are exceedingly prolific, a single fish producing from two to nine million eggs. The members of the cod family are confined to the Arctic and North Temperate zones. The common codfish ranges in American waters from Cape Hatteras to Greenland, being especially abundant off the coast of the Middle States, New England, and Canada, On the coast